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‘til the end of me ---

Kerry McLaughlin had submitted the following biography of his father, Howard
McLaughlin (513-D), who was a WIA-KIA-MIA, later to learn from a credible witness
{Schlocker, 513-D}, that Howard was wounded and captured. He was later shot
and killed by his German guard. Howard’s body was never recovered. This
was very grim news for Kerry to learn of his father’s fate.
I, as a medic, was ordered to provide medical and surgical care for the German
wounded soldiers, as I had to do for our own wounded troops. It was extremely
disturbing for me to learn that the German SS had massacred a group of captured
American troops, including medical personnel of an evacuation hospital at
Malmedy at the onset of the Battle of the Bulge. The first one shot was an American
physician, most likely because he was a Jew.

HOWARD MYLES PAUL MCLAUGHLIN, 513-D
(WIA-KIA-MIA)
Howard McLaughlin (513-D)

was born in Newark, NJ, on
January 24, 1924 to Irish immigrants, Frank and Helen Ryan
McLaughlin. The family moved across the Hudson River to New
York City where Howard attended George Washington High School.
World War II had started and the United States was warily observing
events in Europe. At age 16 and impatient as only a teenager can
be, Howard could hardly stand on the sidelines while the storms of
war clouded the globe. Unable to enlist in the Army at that age and,
lacking parental approval, he ran away from home and hitchhiked to Buffalo, New York
bound for Canada.
Somehow, he was able to convince Canadian authorities he was old enough to enlist in
the Canadian Army. Just before he could be shipped off to Europe, his mother, a wiry
no-nonsense little bit of a woman, learned of her son’s escapade and rushed to Toronto
and demanded the Canadians release her minor child to her immediately.
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Embarrassed, Canadian authorities complied. At some point, he met a young Buffalo
woman whom he would eventually marry.
Back in the United States, political battles reigned as isolationists argued against US
involvement in the war. The coffee shop question of the day was,
“Should the United States enter the war?” December 7, 1941
made that question academic. Now living in Buffalo and finally old
enough to enlist, Howard enthusiastically enlisted in the US Army.
Eager to earn the extra pay and attracted by the tough regimen,
he wanted to become a paratrooper. He made his qualifying jump
on November 13, 1943. After completing jump school he was
assigned to a “school troop”, in the 13th Airborne Division, 513th
Parachute Infantry Regiment. On leave in February 1944, he
traveled north to Buffalo where he married Cynthia Edler.
Upon his return, the 513th Regiment was formally re-assigned to
the 17th Airborne Division and relocated to Camp Forrest, Tennessee.
The 17th AB staged at Camp Miles Standish on August 13, 1944 and departed the
Boston Port of Embarkation (BPOE) a week later. Camp Chisledon, England, was their
temporary home while they engaged in flight and
tactical training and night maneuvers.
Since Operation Market Garden had begun
before training was completed, the division was
held in reserve.
In Buffalo, New York on December 13, 1944,
Pearl McLaughlin, nee Edler, gave birth to a son,
Kerry McLaughlin. An announcement of his birth
was happily sent to Howard postmarked
December 16, 1944. It was returned undelivered
with a notation by Lt. L.T. Smith, “Missing
3/13/45.”
Coincidentally, the postal date lives in history as the beginning of the Battle of the Bulge
as German troops surprised the Allies with a large-scale offensive through the lightly
guarded Ardennes Forest. As German troops raced through Belgium toward Antwerp
hoping to push the British into the Channel, the Allied command hastily worked to
contain the offensive. Battle-tested airborne troops of the 82nd AB and the 101st AB
were rushed from France and halted the Germans at St. Vith and Bastogne.
From December 23rd to Christmas Day, the entire 17th AB Division was flown to Reims,
France, under cover of night and quickly trucked to Belgium to break the siege at
Bastogne. Upon arrival, they were attached to Gen. Patton’s Third Army which had just
broken through and made contact with the 101st AB.
The 17th relieved the 28th Infantry Division on January 3, 1945 and established a
command post at Neufchateau. Ordered by General Patton to seize the town of
Flamierge and reinforce the 11th Armored and the 187th Infantry Divisions, which had
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encountered strong opposition, the 513th Parachute Infantry with the 194th Glider
Infantry Divisions on its left, advanced into a withering barrage of mortar fire. Beginning
January 4th, despite knee-deep snow, below-freezing temperatures, lacking air cover
and artillery support, they captured several small Belgian towns in the Battle of Dead
Man’s Ridge. They entered Flamierge on the 7th, but counterattacks necessitated a
withdrawal. As a trooper, who eventually was awarded three Purple Hearts and a
Bronze Star observed almost 60 years later, “We led a bayonet charge against German
tanks [and] . . . It was hand-to-hand combat.” On the other side was an elite Nazi
organization that had guarded Hitler, the vaunted Führer Begleit Brigade.
My father, with Company D, was reported Missing in Action (MIA) on January 8, 1945;
his body was never found.
I had the good fortune to attend the 51st 17th Airborne Division Association Reunion in
Columbus, Georgia this October past, thanks to Mr. Bill Tom who advised me of the gettogether and the Memorial dedication at Fort Benning. It was a proud moment for the
troopers who were able to be present and it was gratifying to see my father’s name
inscribed on the Monument.
Editor’s comments:
We were able to locate from the American Battle Monuments
Commission website, a printout of the page, in full color, a beautiful photo of the Missing In
Action Monument in Belgium. The information is quite complete with the following imprint:
HOWARD M. MCLAUGHLIN
PRIVATE, U. S. ARMY, SERVICE # 42021346
513TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGT., 17TH AIRBORNE
DIVISION, ENTERED SERVICE FROM: NEW JERSEY
DIED: 8-JAN-46, MISSING IN ACTION OR BURIED AT SEA
TABLETS OF THE MISSING AT ARDENNES AMERICAN
CEMETERY, NEUPRE, BELGIUM
Note: It appears that there is an error in the year of death. Perhaps
it should be 45, not 46.....unless with MIAs they waited for one year
before making the final declaration of death?

Kerry McLaughlin at our Memorial at Fort Benning, pointing to his Dad’s name.

Thanks to the Internet, I was able to learn much more about the 17th AB, as I previously
knew of only a few historians who even mentioned this incredible group of men.
Thanks to the organizers of the Reunion, I was able to meet many fine men who served
their country in the most trying of times. May the sacrifice of those listed in memoriam
and those who managed to survive never be forgotten! God bless you all.
COMMENT: The above information was provided by Kerry McLaughlin.
NOTE: We know not where the remains of Howard McLaughlin are buried, but only God knows, and in His Care!
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25 July 2008: Sidney Laufer, 513-F, plans to host a “513th, F-Company only!, minireunion” in Orlando, Florida during the first week of September at the
Rosen Plaza Hotel, 9700 International Drive, Orlando, Florida
32819-8114. Hotel telephone = (407) 996-9700. The proposed dates
are September 4 (Thursday) to September 7 (Sunday).
Sid’s telephone = 1(561) 487-0493. F-Company guys: Please call
Sid.
NOTE: There are five Czech Republic re-enactors of the 513-F Company who have applied for visas to attend this
mini-reunion. From Cenda Brzek: I spoke with Sid Laufer yesterday. It is really a private meeting, only for the F
Company members (513th PIR) and we are about 20 people, no more. There is also no special program or
ceremonies.

We are all invited to resume our Airborne Connections by joining existing airborne
associations. Affiliation with active airborne organizations will enhance our contacts
with other airborne combat groups, or perhaps as a method to arrange a meeting with
our 17th buddies in our own mini-reunions within their reunions.
The 82nd Airborne Division Association welcomes all 17th Airborne troopers to join
their 63 year old organization to share fellowship in their reunions and to keep up with
latest airborne news in their publications. The 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc.
P. O. Box 9308, Fayetteville, NC 28311-9308. Phone = (910) 822-4537. Attn: Manny
DeJesus.
The American Airborne Association is also offering opportunities to join their fraternal
functions with veterans and active-duty personnel in “vertical envelopment assault
warfare”. The Association is organized into regional, departments, district and local
chapters to give us personal participation. The American Airborne Association, Inc.,
10301 McKinstry Mill Road, New Windson, MD 21776-7903. Phone (410) 775-7733
30 Jun 08: Colonel William Weber, publisher of the 11th Airborne’s Quarterly
Magazine, is seeking new subscribers at $15,00 per year to keep his publication afloat.
Not a bad deal. It is about 4 cents a day for 4 magazines a year about airborne life.
Airborne Quarterly Magazine, 10301 McKinstry Mill Road, New Windsor, MD
21776.
4 Jul 08: Joe Quade reminded me that on this day 65 years ago, he and I went on a 25mile march with Company A of our training regiment, with full
field pack, rifle, steel helmet in a grueling trek through the
Texas desert at about 100 degrees F with 110% humidity, it
seemed. Joe weighed in at about 125 pounds and I was at
118. We both carried about 85 pounds of military gear, plus
a canteen of water that we were forbidden to drink. We were
all spent and bent over and soaking wet with perspiration in
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that high humidity when we re-entered the camp gate, and our Battalion Commander,
Major Foster, welcomed us home with a military band playing ‘Stars and Stripes
Forever’. I swore that we all straightened up like troopers and got in step as though we
were ready for combat.
Photo: Company A –all ASTP aspirants on parade at Camp Fannin IRTC, with lots of dust-eaters in the rear. IRTC = Infantry
Replacement Training Center.

25 June 08: Paul Madden pmadden@apelc.com writes regarding the Normandy American
Cemetery. To all, I noticed that in a new book that I just received yesterday “Silent
Wings, Savage Death” The Saga of the 82nd Airborne Glider Artillery in WWII (bringing
over to your Dad this weekend) that the Author makes mention of the crash on 12-24-44
in which the young troopers of the 680th Field Artillery were killed enroute to the Bulge.
No names are mentioned though. Also of curious note is the author makes a mistake to
state only one member of the17th A/B was awarded the Medal of Honor, T/Sgt. Hedrick
(194-I). As those of us fortunate enough to be associated with the 17th A/B we know
there were four recipients of the CMH. The most of any airborne division in WWII.
Those troopers being: S/Sgt.Jachman(513-B); Pvt. Peters (507-G) and Pfc. Stryker
(513-E).
Paul to Fred, I was the one who took those photos in Normandy . The soldiers were in my father’s battery.. I
think it’s a grand thing you and some of your countryman do to look after the graves of our fallen soldiers. If you
ever get to Texas you have a place to stay.
Paul to Bill, Also, please add me to the TM newsletters. Thank you.

Appropriately, I received a very nice letter from Verna Greenwald, wife of Harold
Greenwald, 466-HQ, that is related to the subject matter of the Paul Madden’s letter
above. “Dear Bill: Thanks for the really great job you are doing with Thunder Mail Call
newsletter. This is really a terrific amount of work for you. The subject of this letter is
about Alvin P. Hymel, 680th Glider Field Artillery Battalion. Since Harold does not
remember things clearly anymore, I will do my best.
Alvin P. Hymel was one of Harold’s special friends. He was a little older than the
average young man, and in his spare moments, while the youngsters were creating
havoc, he preferred to polish shoes and write letters. He had his wife with him at camp
and they had Harold over to their home for meals. He was not a replacement, but was
with the boys from the beginning. Hymel was killed in a glider crash on Christmas Eve
during the movement of the 17th Airborne from England to the continent, as far as
Harold knew. I have known this information for the past 60 years.
In the summer of 1975, Harold and I and our two daughters spent 8 weeks camping in
Europe with emphasis on France. We visited the Normandy Cemetery for its historical
significance. The 17th Airborne did not fight at Normandy and we were not looking for
anyone in particular, but Harold stumbled onto the grave of his good friend Alvin P.
Hymel. How this could have happened in a cemetery of 9,380 graves. It had to be
God’s guidance! We later learn from the superintendent of the cemetery of the grave of
Doyal Kincaid (680) and the two Roosevelts who were also buried there. He also told
us that Charles M. Lankford (680) was buried in Epinal. We knew nothing of
Lankford’s death and he was buried out of place from their battle sites, as were Hymel
and Kincaid. For Lankford’s family and friends, he is buried in Epinal.”
Note: The background episode of this story was printed in a previous issue, page 6 of the Siergiej TMC.
Unfortunately, Hymel’s name was reported as Himel in that episode.
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27 Jun 08: Norfleet E. Umstead, 513-HQ2, and his wife will be celebrating their 56th
Wedding Anniversary.
th

NOTE Congratulations to both of us. I forgot my 18 anniversary, and she did also.
our second go around. I had forgotten my previous anniversary also. She did too.

But it is

29 Jun 08: Richard De.Y Manning <Rdeym@aol.com> wrote:
Bill Tom: Great job on the E-Mail edition of "Thunder from Heaven." I have completed
a book about the first three days the 2nd Bn, 513th, was in Mande, Jan 3, 4 and 5,
1945. Several publishers have shown an interest. I would still like to talk to anyone
who was there during those three days. The book is entitled "Is anyone Not Pinned
Down?" My platoon (3rn Plat, E Co.) was in reserve on the south side of Mande, and
those were the first words I heard from Col. "Ace " Miller after the big attack started on
Jan 4. Shortly after that Lt. Deam, Co. Comdr. of E Co. was shot and instantly killed
while I was talking to him; also wounded at the same time were my 2nd Lt. Hall, the
Assist. Plat. Ldr, and Sgts Wright; Sgt. McGee from my Plat was wounded about 5
minutes later. I was wounded the next day - badly, and did not return. Spent the next
three years in Army Hospitals. Best regards and thanks for keeping the group informed.
Former 1st. Lt. Richard (Dick) deY. Manning, Mountaintop, PA
29 Jun 08: Brenda Lawson <brendavlawson@yahoo.com> To: eJsiergieJ@alltel.net
Ed, I have enjoyed the Thunder From Heaven. My Uncle Clifford East was killed in
1945. He was a gliderman. I was 4 when they brought him back in 1946 for his
funeral. That was the first time I had ever heard TAPS. I will never forget. When I
came to the reunion in Ft. Benning in 2004 it took me back in time as if it had only
been yesterday since his funeral. GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU WHO SERVED TO
GIVE US OUR FREEDOM. I PRAY WE WILL GET TO ALWAYS BE FREE. THANKS
TO ALL OF YOU. Brenda V. Lawson, niece of Clifford E. East (680-KIA)
Our War Room curator, Ken Aumock, PM, now 84, has finally retired last April from his
employment as automobile salesperson for the Jaguar Land
Rover dealership in Minneapolis. Ken’s work ethics were
quite simple, “Dig into anything that needs to be done” and
“Always do more than you get paid for”. Aumock started as
a car polisher, salesman, became sales manager, a race car
driver, and a technician, among many other jobs. He said
he has done everything in the automobile business except to
own the business. We welcome Ken into our brotherhood of
retired persons who will walk into the sunset with keen
memories of his life’s job of 57 years that was as well-done
as was his curatorship of our War Room museum!
Ken Aumock with granddaughter Stacy Johnson.
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Leo Buchser, brother of John (Jack) Buchser {155-C: KIA 7 Jan 1945} writes about
the sad, but understandable, plan to dissolve the 17th Airborne
Association. He had learned much about the men who had been his
brother’s fellow troopers through all their trials and tribulations, and
will certainly miss reading the Thunder From Heaven publications. He
wishes to thank all the troopers who had furnish him with information
about his brother, particularly to Earl Brown Sr, Frank DeMay, George
Holden, Joseph Olbrych, James Wells and John Yanock {all of 155}
and Ed Siergiej (194-C) and Bill Tom (medic). He was grateful to
learn much about the last month of his brother’s young life. He noted that he and his
sister are forever grateful for the service and good will of the Association and its
members. They now have almost the complete history of Jack Buchser’s service and
sacrifice to be preserved as a tribute for the nieces and nephew to know of their Uncle’s
valiant role in preserving our civilization to live free. {Photo: John (Jack) Buchser (155-C)}
2 Jul 08: Han van Toer, j.toer5@chello.nl Thank you very much. I send the TMC
email douments by email to the grandson of the family who adopted the gravesite of
Paul R. Stotler. This family hope to find a relative or a comrade who can tell something
about Paul. The family has also a wish that they can get a photo of Paul R Stotler.
We met them after Memorial Day on Margraten during a visit on Paul gravesite.
And they tell that they take care of his gravesite for 64 years, but never have contact
with a relative or somebody who knew Paul. I have contacted a lot of relatives of the
soldiers whose gravesites I have adopted at Margraten. And I know how nice that is.
So that's the reason that I will help this family. But they know that Paul was single
when he died in Germany, so the chance to find somebody is nil. But you never know.
Again thank you for your information. Bye, Hans van Toer
NOTE: You could submit any information about Stotler to this editor for transmittal to The Netherlands.

Courtesy of Captain Vood, 194-Medic. He submitted this photo that he took when
taking off in his glider at Operation Varsity. You could see the nylon tow line attached to
the tug plane just becoming airborne.

Rare photo showing a C47 tug plane leaving the ground and pulling the glider up with a nylon tow line.
A replica of a tow line is pictured on the right (courtesy of Captain Wesley Ko, 325th Glider, 82nd AB)
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Joe Quade submitted some actuarial data about our membership roster.
As of July 4, 2008, we still have 1435 troopers, of which there were:
11 Smiths, 10 Browns, 7 Davis, 7 Jones, 7 Anderson, 7 Miller, 7 Myers, 6 Martin, 5
Allens 5 Harris,5 Wilson, 4 Baker, 4 Campbell, 4 Hall, 4 Johnson, 4 Larsen, 4 Nelson, 4
Phillips, 4 Walker, 1 Quade and only 1 Tom – the other was KIA at Varsity.
We have 3987 on our Deceased list, 802 on our Lost list and 2496 on our Dropped list,
who are unpaid dues and failure to deliver a first class letter, probably deceased.
In total, we have accounted for 8720 troopers out of the 20,000 assigned to the 17th
Airborne. NOTE: Joe, did you count the ones who were KIA, MIA and Unknown?.
Death statistics for 17th Airborne Troopers as compiled by Joe Quade, our actuarial
expert by profession, from the list of 120 Airborne trooper deaths in 2007. Of that
number, only 31 deaths were recorded with their age at demise. I am not a statistician,
but
the
average
age
of
those
31
demised
troopers
was
84.
The youngest was 81 and the oldest was 93. Their average age on entering service
was 21. Age was not the primary cause of demise, but if the heart was involved, we
must also list high blood pressure, cholesterol, high stress, inactivity, obesity and
metabolic imbalance. The average KIA’s were killed at age 21, which meant most were
aged 19-20, mostly by the German “88” artillery fragmenations, usually by overhead
shrapnel bursts. Much thanks to our replacements, which made us whole again after
each battle. We who survived will remember those who did not.
8 Jul 08: A J Boyd <ajboyd@wowway.com>
Subject: Thunder MailCall
Bill, Hope you are doing well. Jack had a bad fall last August, just getting around on a
walker in a house, mostly the wheelchair. Thanks, Jack will appreciate it very much.
Airborne All The Way!!! Take Care, Jack and Jeanette Boyd
AJBoyd@wowway.com
We have a lot of memories and met a lot of friends that we will always cherish. Good
Times always at the reunions.
19 Jul 08: Richard van Kessel, richard1976@home.nl Subject: Looking for information
about a 17th Airborne Division member, Dear Mr Tom,I hope it's not a problem that
I send you this email, but I'm an amateur historian and I'm doing research to my
hometown during World War Two and I'm hoping you could help me. I live in Roermond,
in the south of The Netherlands and Roermond was liberated on March 1st 1945. The
name of first American to enter the city was Vincent von Henke and I found his name
in the personnel list published in the 17th Airborne Division book "Thunder from
Heaven" (page 172). He was in an Army band and he earned the Glider Wing, also he
had a very thick accent (he grew up in Poland). Maybe you know him or can help me
with finding more information about Vincent von Henke. During the liberation of my
hometown he was in the Military Intelligence Service of the XVI Corps. Possibly he was
attached to the 17th Airborne Division during the Battle of the Bulge. Thank you very
much for your help. Sincerely, Richard van Kessel
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19 Jul 08: P. Haderer, phaderer@verizon.net writes, I am Harry Boyle's, 466-HQ, sonin-law. Harry is living in Queens Village, N.Y. with his wife. Harry is 86 years old. Are
you one of his buddies from WWII.
REPLY: Yes, I was a medic with the 17th Airborne, but I did not know Harry Boyle. However, my best friend and
godfather to my son was A. Edward Boyle, a WW II Navy pilot, from upstate New York. I am currently the editor
for the 17th Airborne Association. I have published four newsletters this year. I will attach each of the past issues,
one by one. Harry might enjoy reading them.

4 July 08: From Edski to Billski: A Happy July 4th to you.....a million thanks for all that
you are doing for all 17th members who are still with us, plus our many foreign contacts,
widows, honorary members, etc.
I feel that your efforts and the resulting TMC
production will top anything that other units, airborne as well as other military, are doing.
Sid Laufer called today....he is planning a mini reunion in the Orlando area and has
been talking with our Czech friends who are anxious to return.
Sid's son has not been able to download your thunder e-mail. I assume that is due to
the fact that he is on AOL. From Edski. (Edski is Ed Siergiej)
NOTE: AOL is rejecting our newsletters as being unfriendly Spams. One way to stop that is to add
thundermailcall@gmail.com to his computer address file, so that his computer could recognize gmail as being
friendly. I use gmail because I could send out several hundred newsletters in one shot, and it is free. Other
providers would have charged me a commercial rate for such usage. Our Czech friends, led by Cenda, are reenactors of 513-F in the Czech Republic. They were looking for a true 513-F member to be their Honorary Colonel. I
am only in the F-Company as its honorary medic, but Sid, 513-F, should be their Colonel!

9 Jul 08: Wesley Haex from the Netherlands writes, “Bill, Thank you for another
fantastic newsletter. I just got back from a vacation to the US, we visited Aberdeen,
Philly, New York, West Point, Annapolis,
Navy Academy, Washington DC and
Arlington.
The highlight was my visit to the family of
‘my’ adopted soldier, Capt. Leonard
McGee(194th-MD-KIA), He was the
surgeon of 2nd Battalion. They were so
great, really fantastic. I met the whole
family of Dr. Leonard McGee. I’ve made
them a photo book including pictures
from the US Cemetery in Margraten and
pictures from Leonard’s gravesite. They
were so thankful for the fact that I’m
Wesley Haex with Cecilia and Vincent Profy

attending his grave. And I’m thankful to them, for taking me in as a part of their family. It
was a very warm welcome, It felt like home by Cecilia and Vincent Profy. Cecilia is
Leonard’s cousin.
America is a great country with friendly people, I hope I can return sometime in the
future. Regards from the Netherlands”. Read www.ouralliedheroes.nl by Wes Haex
9 Jul 08: Romaine Cohen, romaine230@aol.com Hi Tom, I must let you know just
how much I enjoy the "mail calls"! It's a bright spot in my life to get and to read each
one!! But I see that I am missing #3. And the last one was in my Spam folder so I
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transferred it over to active mail. I've received #1, #2, and #4 but, like I said, I'm missing
#3. Soooo, if you can, could you send it to me? Or let me know that you can't. That's
all right too. Anyway, keep up the good work! It is really appreciated. Thanks,
Romaine. Done !
10 Jan 08: Harry Betz, Jr. <harry_betz@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: Thunder From Heaven
Hello ED, just shows computer based e-mails get lost to, yours showed up today with a
1970 date on it. Wish I had seen it sooner, would have loved to have had the APO
address go out, but I returned home just prior to Xmas, it was quite the experience, who
would think at my age about living in a tent or steel box (conex container for over a
year). My biggest regret besides missing my family was not being available for the 17th
ABN last reunion. I had told Mac, that because I was embedded I wore the uniform but
had to wear the 1st Cav Div Patch, but I can guarantee you that the 17th Eagle Claw
went with me everywhere, I couldn't have asked for a better good luck charm.
Albuquerque address is still good, and I received a copy of the DVD regarding
VARSITY, can't tell you how proud I am in having a connection with the greatest
Airborne troops of all times. Take care, be safe. Harry.
NOTE: This is the end of a long on-going series of messages between Ed Siergiej and Harry Betz, Jr. His father,
Harry Betz, Sr (155-AA) had passed on, and Harry Jr. was apparently serving our country in Iraq in the First Cavalry
Division and had, therefore, missed our final reunion. With his prolonged interest in the 17th Airborne, I have
included him in to receive our Thunder Mail Call newsletter to keep him apprised of what’s going on. It sounded
like he is now home from the war. We thank him for his service in Iraq,

July 4th:

There was no grand parade in San Francisco on our nation’s most
patriotic day, however, our city went all out to fund and promoted the Gay Day Parade.
Our liberal Mayor had pronounced our city a Sanctuary for illegal immigrants and
possibly even for a terrorist. Our Mayor was sending illegals to Los Angeles to join their
families instead of turning them over to Immigration for deportation. Unfortunately, both
of our two Senators and the Speaker of the House Pelosi are in agreement in what is
being done in San Francisco. All of our military has wisely left the San Francisco area
because of them. We are in deep doo-doo in Washington DC too. Deeply disturbing is
that Pelosi is currently the second in line to the Presidency. If the next Vice-President is
older, then Pelosi is effectively the first in line. This is scary! This happens no matter
who is elected our next President. Commander-in-Chief Pelosi will dress up our
paratroopers in combat tu-tu’s and high heel jump boots. But who knows --- both
Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth-1, had done well for England, in their times.
My first July 4th Parade:
My extended family celebrated July 4th with our annual family
reunion of 40 people. Instead of having it at my sister’s home, as
in the past, we had it at a restaurant and then adjourned to a
nephew’s home for desserts and socializing. My nephew has a
book of local history and while I was paging through it, I found a
photo of me parading as a color guard in my very first parade as a
veteran in July 4, 1946 with my VFW post. In later retirement
years, I had participated as a flag bearer or as a medic in various
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parades, marching with the 11th Airborne Division. 11th Airborne medics were armed
because the Japanese did not subscribe to the Geneva Convention rules.
Incidentally, Our 2007 Prius sedan was a year old in July. Our average miles-per-gallon
in highway and city driving was 41.9. In a year’s time, we had only 7,000 miles on the
odometer. So, in August, we will take a long 14-day trip to tour Northern California and
Southern Oregon. It is my hope that I could make it to Astoria, Oregon, to see my
513-E buddy, “Bobcat” Williamson, who was shot up at the Bulge and has since had a
stroke. He lives far apiece from San Francisco, so I make no promise of going for that
long of a drive with my potential for developing blood clots. Bobcat was buddy to Medal
of Honor recipient Stuart Stryker. I am “Tomcat, a co-adopter, with Rose Friday, of
Stryker’s gravesite at the San Bruno National Cemetery in San Bruno, CA.
14 Jul 08: Harold V Madden, Col-retired, 680-A, <hmadden@austin.rr.com> wrote:
Hi Bill: I read your very fine newsletter several times. Your hard work has really kept
the remaining members of the 17th Abn Div association in contact. My life has really
changed since my wife (Jean) passed away 8 months ago today. All four of our
sons are living in the immediate area, which is a blessing for me. I have two daughtersin-law who are a great help. I have a problem with COPD which doesn't get any better
even though the V A provides me with several different medicines. I quit smoking about
34 years ago, but that wasn't soon enough. Two of my sons, Richard and Mike, and I
are making plans to go with Don Lassen's tour of Europe. That trip depends on my
health at that time. My best regards to you and your family, Col. Hap Madden.
20 Jul 08: Kathleen Pine <kpine@att.net>
Ed and Bill, My father, Franklin Paravich, 550th, has moved from his apartment at the
Concord Place retirement community in Northlake, IL to the Hines VA Extended Care
Center in Maywood, IL because of illness. I am requesting all his contacts to send their
correspondence to me so I can take it to him. He did receive the last issue of 'Thunder
from Heaven' and I am on Bill's email mailing list. Thanks to both of you for handling my
address change request and for your concern to keep him informed. His association
with the 17th was always and still is important to him.
July 21, 2008: The 173rd Airborne Brigade’s paratroopers do not like anyone
implying they were beaten at anything. American troops in Afghanistan are not happy
with how a July 13th battle with the Taliban was reported. In that action, some 200
Taliban attacked a U.S. "base" and killed or wounded more than half the 50 or so U.S.
and Afghan troops found there. Actual U.S. casualties were nine dead and fifteen
wounded (including walking wounded).
U.S. troops were irked that, once again, the mass media got lazy and didn't bother to
report the action accurately. For one thing, there was no "base". What the Taliban
attacked was a temporary parking area for vehicles used to conduct patrols of the area.
These are set up regularly, and have been used for years.
These are secure areas, but basically a parking lot surrounded by barbed wire and
several sandbagged observation posts. This one was set up a few days before the
attack, and was due to be taken down soon, as the patrol activity moved to another
area.
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Such defensive precautions are taken any time U.S. troops stop for more than a few
hours. That's a tactic pioneered by the Romans over two thousand years ago.
In this case, it paid off. The Taliban infiltrated several hundred fighters into a nearby
village, and opened fire from homes, businesses and a mosque. The U.S.
and Afghan troops called in air support and kept fighting until the Taliban fled, taking
most of their dead and wounded with them.
The troops are angry because, while the Taliban got lucky (such attacks are rare),
the enemy did not succeed in taking the U.S. position, and fled the battlefield after
suffering heavier casualties. The U.S. troops are much better shots, and know they
killed far more of the Taliban. Moreover, they saw smart bombs and missiles hitting
buildings that Taliban were firing from. From long experience, they know that people
inside bombed buildings rarely survived the explosions.
NOTE: The object lesson here is DO NOT VOTE FOR A CANDIDATE WHO IS SUPPORTED BY THE LIBERAL MEDIA,
such as certain TV and radio stations, and newspapers. These media organs are now owned by the grown up
versions of the 1960’s drug-taking hippies who are still trying to change our American way of life. It was said that
media reporters in Iraq and Afghan, had often hid in their hotel rooms, sipping their Martini’s, and reporting only
those issues that pleased their employers’ reason for them being there.
As Jay Leno said, “Say what you want, but I blame it on the media. They report only
the bad things. How many will watch kids selling lemonade at the corner? The media
knows this and media outlets are for-profit corporations. They offer what sells, and
when criticized, try to defend their actions by 'justifying' them in one way or
another. Turn off the TV, burn Newsweek, and use the New York Times for the bottom
of your bird cage. Then start being grateful for all we have as country. There is
exponentially more good than bad. We are among the most blessed people on Earth and
should thank God several times a day, or at least be thankful and appreciative.” Jay
Leno.

23 Jul 08: J.R.Jones, 513-A, reported in the May 08 Static Line that although the 17th
Airborne Association is history, but 513-A is taking it one year at a time. Their 61st
reunion is schedule to be held in Columbus, GA, during the week of Sept 8-13, 2008.
At that time, they will decide if they could support a reunion #62. Their roster (show five
troopers in the nonagenarians (in their 90’s) range. He encourage 17th Airborne
troopers who want to maintain contact with their buddies to visit Bill Tom’s email
newsletter, titled “Thunder Mail Call”. It is a top-notch production.

REPLY: Thanks, JR, for your excellent suggestion. Our 17th Airborne roster still shows over 1400 troopers, and I am
sending out 700 newsletters each month. I am still hoping for a 100% subscription rate.

SICK CALL
Regarding Charles Beckwith, 466-C, Dear Bill, We received the '17th Airborne
ThunderMailCall' from you today. We always enjoy all the news and information you
send. Thank you for passing the word along regarding Ed's birthday ... we sent a wish
to him for a very happy 83rd birthday!
Forgive the lengthy health report I had sent ... I did it for Charlie's kids and brother ...
they wanted ALL the details, particularly since the doctors weren't giving a definitive
answer as to the problem. I didn't have time to write to each person individually ... have
been busy working, and trying to care for him. He is doing some better, 'though very
discouraged ... keeps saying, "i wish i felt better". i told him he is much better than he
was a week ago ... is eating a bit more, though he says he has no desire to eat ... and
his mood is much improved. The doctor said he has nothing life threatening, and he will
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get better ... said considering his age and all he has been through, it is going to take
longer for him to get well. We continue to pray, and hope for a speedy recovery.
Thank you for keeping us informed. Trust this finds you and your family doing well.
airborne! Sharon
The Beckwiths had a July 4th block party on their street, and Charles felt well enough to
join in the celebration. He stayed for 2-1/2 hours with friends and neighbors and he felt
much better, but he has not yet returned to his normal self, and the doctors have not be
able to diagnose his problem. His tests were negative. Thank God, he is much better
than he was! He began eating closer to normal last week ... still drinks three (3) bottles
of Ensure every day ... and is feeling better! Encourage him to eat. It is going to take a
while for him to get back to his normal self. They are looking forward to their summer
vacation in Maggie Valley, North Carolina, in the first week of August. The mountain air
and scenery might improve his situation.
27 Jul 08: Latest report is that Charles Beckwith is finally back to normal and eating normally.
His long siege with a bout of poor health is finally over. He played a round of golf and had done
some yard work. In the army, he is officially TD--back To Duty.
Mrs. Harold Brown Conley Weldon, widow of Major Thomas Weldon, Btry A 681st
GFA, was in the Hospital and had surgery on 16 June, 2008.
“We had a great time in Warsaw Kentucky with the Weldon family celebrating July 4th
and Mrs. Weldon's 90th Birthday. Over 200 people were at the Seven Pines
Celebration. Bob Weldon read a biography about his mother. Then he invited all of the
veterans to stand around Mrs. Weldon. Each one gave their name and branch of
service. Mrs. Weldon is doing well, but will be at the Gallatin Nursing Home for rehab
for quite a while. She does have a cell phone but I do not know the number. Anyone
wanting to send her a get well card can mail it to Gallatin Health Care Center, Center
Rd. Warsaw,Kentucky 41095, Attn. Mrs. Harold Brown Weldon.” Sincerely, Jim and
Mary Lauria, 681-A.
NOTE: Our thoughts and prayers are with the Weldon Family for a very speedy recovery and a belated HAPPY
90TH BIRTHDAY.for Mrs. Weldon.

Health Status of Bill Tom, the Editor: Having suffered a serious condition of having
multiple blood clots in my lungs, I have been taking Coumadin (warfarin) since January.
Normally, it takes about six months for Coumadin to thin my blood to prevent further clotting and
to dissolve the ones already there. The usual cause of blood clotting is a dormant life style of
prolonged inactivity, such as in a long plane flight, but high levels of homocysteine in the blood
is also a cause. So, in addition to Coumadin, I am taking high doses of B-Vitamins (folic acid
with B-6 plus B-12) to block the formation of homocysteine, as a metabolite of normal protein
metabolism. Normally, I am physically fairly active and keeping my brain functioning with
computer sessions, attending medical lectures, walking, and having happy lunches with my
good friends.
Although I have completed my six months of Coumadin, I will continue on with a lower dose of
Coumadin to offset the unknown factor in my blood since my future travels might provoke
another clotting incident.
Suddenly, on 28 July 2008, I started with a gastric bleed and ended up in the emergency room and three days of
hospitalization. Endoscopy and colonoscopy did not divulge the cause of my bleeding, but one polyp was removed
that could someday become colon cancer. My Coumadin therapy was ended on that note. As Bob Greenstrand
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used to say, “I am still vertical and taking sustenance.”

OBITUARY (I wish to thank our Colonel Townsend for his efforts to send
me the obituary information.)
28 Jun 08: From the Static Line newspaper, we learn the John R. Stegall, 507-HQ3,
had passed away on 13 February 2008. Following his service in World War II, John
Stegall, established the Stegall Smoked Turkey business, which has been Family
owned and operated for nearly 60 years. His leisure time was devoted to his Family,
Boating and Piloting his private airplane. He joined our Association in 1985.
The cause of death was Heart Failure at the age of 82.
8 May 08: Louis P. Peck, Hq, Div Arty, passed away on 8 May, 2008
Mr. Peck was seriously wounded during "Operation Varsity".
His leg was shattered
by enemy fire and was later hit by another glider upon landing. He spent some two
and a half years in hospitals overseas and in the United States. Before the war, Mr.
Peck was a student at Notre Dame. Upon discharge he returned to Notre Dame and
graduated from Notre Dame Law School in 1951. Following his graduation he returned
to Vermont and entered private law practice. He served in many legal positions to
include as an Associate Justice on the Vermont Supreme Court.
Following his retirement Mr. Peck continued to enjoy his favorite hobbies of Reading,
Acting and Writing theater plays. He appeared in numerous productions at the Stowe
Playhouse and Goddard College. Although he wrote and directed several plays for the
Guild and St Michael's High School, he preferred to act. He was cast in over 100
plays. The cause of death was Pneumonia at the age of 89.
11 Jul 08: Charles E. Perryman, Sr. (Div-Art) of Culpeper, Virginia passed away
at home, July 2, 2008, one day short of his 84th birthday. Charles retired in 1989
after 27 years with VDOT (Virginia Dept of Transportation), where he last served
as general foreman in the equipment shop; had been previously employed by
Rochester Ropes; served as a paratrooper with the 17th Airborne Division during
World War II; was in combat during the European Campaign, a later reassigned to
the 82nd Airborne. He was an active member of the St. Stephens Episcopal
Church and the Brandy Station Volunteer Fire Department. Charles was a topnotch mechanic and his hobbies and free time were spent gardening, repairing,
inventing, being a "P-Pop" to his two grandsons and was one of the best old-time
fiddlers in the area.
Surviving Mr. Perryman is his wife of 62 years, Pollyanna Lamb Perryman, of
Culpeper, Virginia; his son, Charles E. Perryman, Jr., of Manassas, Virginia; his
grandsons, Chuck Perryman, of Morgantown, West Virginia and David Perryman,
of Waco, Texas; his siblings, Myrtle Miller, Laura Brown, Edd Perryman and
Maude Taylor, all of Culpeper, Virginia. E-mail = c_perryman_pe@yahoo.com
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15 Jul 08: Warren E. Ghere, 466-HQ, passed away on 30 December 2007.
He joined our Association as a Life Member in 2001. The cause of death was Kidney
Failure at the age of 84. Warren E. Ghere,
formerly of Council Grove and Butler, Mo, a
current resident of Emporia, KS, died
12/30/08 at the Holiday Resort after a short
illness. Mr. Ghere was a watchmaker by
trade and in 1951 he and his wife, Jeane,
moved to Council Grove where they owned
and operated Ghere’s Jewelry and Gifts for
38 years. They also owned two Home Entertainment Centers, one in Emporia and one
in Manhattan. They retired in 1989 and traveled for several years before returning to
their hometown of Butler, Mo. Mr. Ghere relocated to Emporia in 2006. During his
retirement, Mr. Ghere was well known for rebuilding and repairing grandfather and
antique clocks. He was the son of Vernie and Alice Ghere, was born October 17, 1923
in Butler, Mo. He married Norma Jeane Spain on March 3, 1948. She passed away on
October 27, 2001. Mr. Ghere was a member of the First Christian Church in Butler and
a member of the United Methodist Church while in Council Grove. He served in the
United States Army in WWII and was a paratrooper with the 17th and 82nd Airborne
Divisions.
He is survived by two daughters, Debra Ghere and Kelly Ghere, both of Emporia; his
brother, Donald Ghere and wife Gerry; brother-in-law, Raymond York, all of Butler, Mo.
and many nieces, nephews and friends. He was also preceded in death by a sister,
Cleta York and a nephew, Greg York. E-mail = dghere@cableone.net or
kghere@longbineauto.com
16 Jul 08: Merrill G. Wright, 513-H, passed away on 14 July 2008.
Following his service in World War II, Mr. Wright was a Farmer and worked at the Butler
Manufacturing in Galesburg, IL. He then worked for the AMAX Coal Mine at the
Sunspot Mine in Vermont, IL. After his retirement as a "Coalminer" he worked for the
Village of Ipava, IL. Merrill enjoyed gardening, both vegetable and Flowers, and being
with his dog. He joined our Association in 1987 and attended 12 of our Annual
Reunions. The cause of death was heart failure at the age of 82
at 11:52 p.m. Monday, July 14, 2008, at Graham Hospital in
Canton, Ill.
He was born on Sept. 27, 1925, in Canton, Ill., a son of George
and Verlie (Grimm) Wright. Merrill married Esther Vada Brown on
Sept. 8, 1946, in Canton. She preceded him in death on May 20,
2006. He was also preceded in death by two brothers, Arlen and
Jarvis Wright.
Merrill farmed and worked at Butler Manufacturing in Galesburg,
Ill. He then worked for the AMAX Coal Company at the Sunspot
Mine in Vermont, Ill. After his retirement, Merrill worked for the
village of Ipava. He was a member of the Ipava United Presbyterian Church, where he
held many offices, including trustee, elder and deacon. He was a member of the Ipava
Masonic Lodge, where he served as treasurer. He was a member of the Ipava
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American Legion Post 17 and a former member of the Ipava Fire Dept. He was a former
member of the Board of Trustees for Spoon River College in Canton.
Merrill was an Army veteran of World War II, serving in the 17th Airborne Division. He
participated in Operation Varsity over the Rhine River in Germany. Surviving are three
sons, Roger (and Connie) of Delavan, Ill., Leon (and Deborah) of Ipava, Ill., and Dennis
(and Sally) of Peoria, Ill.; one daughter, Connie Sue (and Jerry) Nelson of Canton; nine
grandchildren; six stepgrandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and 17 step-greatgrandchildren.
16 Jul 08: John M. Gessleman II , 466-B, passed away on 21 December 2007 at the
age of 85. Attempts to contact the Gessleman Family have not been successful. The
information provided by Ed Siergiej, our Secretary/Treasurer from our Associations
records is as follows: Mr. Gessleman joined our Association in 1981 and became a
Life Member in 1987 and has been a very generous contributor to our Memorial and
General Funds.. Following his service in World War II he became a Vice President of
a title Company and an escrow administrator.
John N, Gessleman (Aug 19, 1922- Dec 21, 2007) of Rancho Bernardo, died at age 85.
He was born in Germantown, PA. He had served in 17th Airborne Division as a
paratrooper in the 466th Airborne Artillery during World War II. He was survived by his
wife, Olga Gessleman and daughters Sheri Rhodes of Atlanta and Sandy Erler of
Bloomington, IN; stepdaughters Carolyn Rocha and Diane Rocha of San Diego;
Stepson Alvin Rocha, of San Diego; six grandchildren and six great-grand children.
Jul 08: Lester Gangaware, Co B, 194th GIR, passed away on 4 February at the age
of 83. Unfortunately, attempts to contact a member of the Gangaware Family was not
successful. The only information available was from our Association Records with Ed
Siergiej. We believe that Mr. Gangaware was employed as a Foreman on the
Pennsylvania Turnpike. He joined our Association in 1983 and became a Life Member
in 2002. The Obituary has been archived and not available.
20 Jul 08: Coy H Bolick, Jr. (513-A) passed away on 28 May 2008. The "Privacy"
laws had prevented the distribution of phone numbers. In this case the Funeral
Home contacted Mrs. Gloria Harris, Mr. Bolick's daughter, who phoned me this
afternoon and provided the information for this message.
Following his service in World War II, Mr. Bolick was employed in the textile business
as a supervisor. He left the textile business to enter a career field as a beautician.
After some time in this endeavor he returned to the textile field again. He joined our
Association in 1971 and became a life member in 1994. In his retirement years he
enjoyed gardening and wood working. The cause of death was heart failure at the
age of 83. Email = jamesgjrh14@earthlink.net
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NOTE: Mr. Bolick is survived by his wife Wilma of 37 years, his Daughter, Gloria and two grand children.

Coy Bolick, Jr, then and now.

24 Jul 08: James McFadden (193-HQ2) passed away on 7 July 2008, preceded by his
wife Ferne, son Jeffrey, sister Elizabeth McFadden and Phyllis Boston. He is survived
by son Terry, two daughters, seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren. He
was the victim of several major health problems. The cause of death was heart failure
and breathing problems at the age of 83, just three days short of his 84th Birthday.
Terry McFadden’s email = tccsmcf5@wowway.com
1 May 08: Leon B. Orr ( Div-HQ) passed away on 7 APRIL 2008. Based on
information provided to me by Ed Siergiej, I was able to phone the Orr Family this
afternoon.
Following his service in World War II , Mr. Orr returned to his home town of Iola,
Kansas, where he began his life's work as a Police Officer. He spent his entire
working career as a Police Officer in Iola, Kansas. His Nephew, Russell B. Smith
signed him up for a Membership as a Birthday gift. Following his retirement Mr. Orr
enjoyed raising family members as a result of a undefined tragic event. He cherished
working on his house and spending time with his family. In his later years Mr. Orr
suffered several strokes and he had heart problems that was the cause of death at the
age of 84. Leon Orr is survived by his wife of 61 years, Fern; one daughter and four
grandchildren. Correspondence and messages of condolence may be addressed to the
Orr Family as follows: Mrs. Fern Orr, 602 N Walnut St, Iola, KS 66749
HEALTH ISSUES
Margarine was originally manufactured to fatten turkeys. When it killed the turkeys, the
people, who had put all that money into the research, wanted a payback.
So they put their heads together to figure out what to do with this product to get
their money back. It was a white substance with no food appeal so they added
the yellow coloring and sold it to people to use in place of butter. How do you like
that? They have since come out with some clever new flavorings.
DO YOU KNOW... The difference between margarine and butter? Both have the
same amount of calories. Butter is slightly higher in saturated fats at 8 grams
compared to 5 grams. Eating margarine can increase heart disease in women by 53%
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compared to eating the same amount of Butter, according to a recent Harvard Medical
School study.
Eating butter increases the absorption of many other nutrients in other foods.
Butter has many nutritional benefits where margarine has a few, only because they
were added!
Butter tastes much better than margarine and it can enhance the flavors of other foods.
Butter has been around for centuries whereas margarine has been around for less than
100 years.
And now, for Margarine. Very high in trans-fatty acids. Triple risk of coronary
heart disease. Increases total cholesterol and LDL (this is the bad cholesterol) and
lowers HDL cholesterol, (the good cholesterol). It Increases the risk of cancers up to
five folds. Lowers quality of breast milk, decreases immune response. Decreases
insulin response.
And here's the most disturbing fact: Margarine is but ONE MOLECULE away from
being PLASTIC.. This fact alone was enough to have me avoiding margarine for life
and anything else that is hydrogenated (this means hydrogen is added, changing
the molecular structure of the substance).
Purchase a tub of margarine and leave it in your garage or shaded area. Within a
couple of days you will note a couple of things: No flies, not even those pesky fruit flies
will go near it. Why? Because it is nearly plastic.

WARNING ABOUT outdated Pancake Mix (and other boxed mixes)
Throw away all outdated pancake mix you have in your home, please! If you don't
believe me, read this article and then follow the 'Link' below to snopes. Sorry to be the
Grim Reaper of bad news, but I would rather have you alive, besides a $2.00 box of
pancake mix is not worth your life.
P. S. You might want to tell this to your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces and
anyone else who keeps pancake mix in the cupboard.
From Snopes: “Dear Abby: I recently made a batch of pancakes for my healthy 14year-old son, using a mix that was in our pantry. He said that they tasted 'funny,' but
ate them anyway. About 10 minutes later, he began having difficulty breathing and his
lips began turning purple. I gave him his allergy pill, had him sit on the sofa and told
him to relax. He was wheezing while inhaling and exhaling.
My husband, a volunteer Firefighter and EMT, heated up some water, and we had my
son lean over the water so the steam could clear his chest and sinuses. Soon, his
breathing became more regular and his lips returned to a more normal color. We
checked the date on the box of pancake mix and, to my dismay, found it was very
outdated. As a reference librarian at an academic institution, I have the ability to search
through many research databases. I did just that, and found an article the next day that
mentioned a 19-year-old male DYING after eating pancakes made with outdated mix.
Apparently, the mold that forms in old pancake mix can be toxic!
When we told our friends about my son's close call, we were surprised at the number of
people who mentioned that they should check their own pancake mix since they don't
use it often, or they had purchased it some time ago. With so many people shopping at
warehouse-type stores and buying large sizes of pancake mix, I hope your readers will
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take the time to check the expiration date on their boxes.
Also, beware of outdated Bisquick, cake, brownie and cookie mixes.”
1. http://www.snopes.com/medical/toxins/pancake.asp
NOTE: Apparently, the growth of molds created an allergic toxin. Push down the CTRL key and click your mouse curser
on the above URL.

Gasoline is now $4.68 per gallon in San Francisco.
When you purchase gasoline at the pump using your credit card, always push the
“Clear” button after you have finished adding fuel to your car. Your credit card number
stays in the pump card reader system until the next buyer’s card cancels your number.
If you did not clear your card number, station employees could access your card
number to fill their own tanks as soon as you leave. I always push the “Cancel” button
after I got my receipt.
16 Jul 08: Franklin Dentz, 194-C, <AJFEDENTZ@aol.com>
Submitted the following message that has been in circulation on the Internet for several
years. I try not to be political in this election year, but I personally am in agreement with
its premises. It was first published in 1787 by Alexander Tyler, a Scottish history
professor at the University of Edinburgh, when he commented about the fall of the
Athenian Republic 2,000 years earlier. During the formation of our Constitution, he
said, “A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government. It can only exist
until the voters decided to vote themselves generous benefits from the public treasury.
Therefore, the candidates will promise all sorts of benefits paid from the public funds.
Due to this loose fiscal policy, the government will collapse into a dictatorship to rule the
unruly when they demand more than the government has to give, combined with the
internal corruptions within the government.
From our world history, the average survival of the world’s greatest civilizations, or
dynasties, from the inception of our history, has been about 200 years. That was also
the average durations of each of all the Egyptian and Chinese dynasties. Every new
government was formed as a result of corruption and bondage to begin with new
spiritual faith, then upgrades to great courage, to liberty, to abundance, to complacency,
to apathy, to dependency, and back to bondage.
More recently, Professor Joseph Olson itemized some interesting facts about our
own national election in year 2,000.
1. The number of states won by Democrats = 19; Republican = 29.
2. The square miles of land won by the Democrats = 589,000; Republicans =
2,427,000.
3. Population of counties, by Democrats = 127 millions; Republicans = 143
millions.
4. Murder rates per 100,000 residents, by Democrats=13.2; Republicans = 2.1.
5. In aggregate, the territories won by Democrats mostly encompass citizens living
in government-owned tenements, living off of welfare in complacency and
apathy; Republicans won their territories mostly occupied by employed working
families and land owners. Professor Olson adds that he believes that 40% of
the United States population is now somewhere between the 'complacency and
apathy' phase of Professor Tyler’s assessment. The government that pays your
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benefits and welfare will soon become the dictator, like a cattle baron over his
cattle. Beware of the New World Order!
Bill, the Editor, is neither a Democrat or a Republican. He refused to vote for Clinton and did not vote for
Bush, both father and son. He is a fiscal-conservative Libertarian to champion the rights of each individual
to live free, while lowering taxation, and who loves his country more than a political party.

SUMMER COMFORT: Mosquito Spray...Worth a try.
I was at a deck party a while back, and the bugs were having a ball biting everyone. A
man at the party sprayed the lawn and deck floor with Listerine Mouthwash, and the
little demons disappeared. The next year I filled a 4-ounce spray bottle and used it
around my seat whenever I saw mosquitoes. And voila! That worked as well. It worked
at a picnic where we sprayed the area around the food table, the children's swing area,
and the standing water nearby. During the summer, I don't leave home without
it.....Pass it on. This is the season for the West Nile Virus spread by mosquitos.

Veteran’s Benefits.
Any wartime veteran or his spouse, who is suffering from a medical condition requiring
healthcare assistance, may be eligible for Veterans benefit titled “Aid and Attendance”.
For eligible veterans, this VA pension pays a monthly benefit of up to $976.00 for a
surviving spouse and $1,801.00 for a veteran with a dependent spouse. The VA
publishes a book of 108 pages to explain these benefits, but you can get the same
information at their Website at <www.va.gov>
Each benefit has its own application forms and qualification requirements. These
application and approval process can be quite time consuming, ranging from one to 12
months or longer. It would be advisable to consult with someone who has expertise in
Aids & Attendance benefits.
The VA benefits information telephone is 1(800) 827-1000. The health care benefits
telephone is 1(877) 222-8387. In some instances, the VFW or American Legion Service
Officer can assist with the application process. If you choose to use an attorney, make
sure he is not charging you for that service. The VA prohibits fees for a VA benefit
application without submitting documentation of that fee to the VA.
There can be no denying that navigating the VA system can often be frustrating and
time consuming, but the potential benefits can be worth the efforts if you are successful
in your quest.
We have lots of oil under the Rocky Mountains, but Congressional bickerings and
blockages had prevented our drilling for oil in the Bakken Formation. We could have
avoided our dependence on Arabian oil. You have never heard of Bakken Formation?
Let me tell you about it.
From the Internet: The Bakken Formation, initially described by geologist J.W.
Nordquist in 1953. It is estimated that there are significant reservoirs of oil spread
beneath the Bakken's shale. As the oil is beneath the shale rather than in it, these
reservoirs are not considered oil shale. Oil was first discovered there in 1951, but
efforts to extract it have historically met with difficulties. An April 2008 USGS report
estimated the amount of technically recoverable oil in the Bakken Formation at 3.0 to
4.3 billion barrels, with a mean of 3.65 billion.[2] The state of North Dakota also released
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a report that month which estimated that there are 2.1 billion barrels of technically
recoverable oil in the Bakken.[3]
A recent technological breakthrough has opened up the Bakken's massive reserves...
and this country now has access of up to 500 billion barrels. And, because this is light,
sweet oil, those billions of barrels should cost Americans just $16 PER BARREL!
They reported this stunning news: The United States have more oil inside their borders,
than all the other proven reserves on earth. Here are the official estimates:
-8-times as much oil as Saudi Arabia
-18-times as much oil as Iraq
-21-times as much oil as Kuwait
-22-times as much oil as Iran
-500-times as much oil as Yemen, and it's all
right here in the Western United States.
James Bartis, lead researcher with the study, says we've got more oil in this very
compact area than the entire Middle East, more than 2 TRILLION barrels. Untapped.
That's more than all the proven oil reserves of crude oil in the world today, reported The
Denver Post.
President Bush did make a bad mistake in the war against terrorism. But the
mistake was not his decision to go to war in Iraq. Bush's mistake came in his belief

that this country’s population was of the same caliber as the one which fought for
our freedom in WWII. It is not! A majority of our current population is now
brainwashed and spoiled. They do not have the same fortitude, value and devotion to
country. Most selfishly enjoy their freedom now, and do not want to preserve it for their
next generation. Men and women of my generation all sacrificed to preserve our
freedom for our children and family. Our generation had often lost more men in one day
than we had lost all year in Iraq. Our generation suffered in silence and did not blame
our President for their losses. We were all loyal to our country –right or maybe.

In addition, we have over 6,000 wounded, some were incapacitated for life. At the end of
war, we did not have enough men left to complete a division, so the 17th Airborne was
cannibalized to augment other airborne divisions to invade Japan. By the Grace of God, we
ended the Pacific War with the ‘Thin Man’ (Uranium) and the “Fat Boy” (plutonium) atomic
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bombs. Else, none of us troopers would be alive today, had we had to jump into Japan,
where we anticipated one million casualties.

The “Fat Boy” bomb for Nagasaki
The “Thin Man” bomb for Hiroshima
Both photos taken at Los Alamos, New Mexico, where the bombs were made.

This photo is to prove to Simon Harrold and Tina Foord, and all
our English friends that I had crossed and re-crossed the Rhine
River wearing an English combat jacket because it was woolen and
comfortably warm, but it was a dark tan color, not the olive drab of
our cotton combat jacket.
I treasured that jacket because I had assisted an English chap who
was seriously wounded and since he was being transported back to
England for further treatment, he thanked me by giving me his
jacket to keep me warm. Yes, the jacket kept me very warm,
indeed.
By wearing that jacket, I felt I was serving His Royal Majesty, King George VI by
pretending to be one of his knights in woolen armor.
Yes, I was caught for being out of uniform. There was a regulation regarding the
wearing of our proper uniform, but our uniforms were not adequate for the climate of
that time, and our regulations did not mention anything about ‘comfort’. Yes, I was
slightly punished -- I only had to give up my woolen jacket, and was forced to wear my
olive drab green again. By then, the temperature had risen, and I was told I was a
naughty, naughty little boy!

LATE MAIL
25 Jul 08: Eain Findlay, <eain@sssl.co.uk>, writes, Dear Sir, I am trying to find out
some details on a former paratrooper Lt Colquohon.I believe he was in the 513 PIR. My
interest stems from my Father, who was in the British 2nd Army, fought through from
Normandy to VE-day; he crossed the Rhine on the 24th March 1945, linking up with
units of the 17th Airborne. The two units then spent the next week pressing on into
Germany together, capturing the City of Munster , after which their paths diverged.
My Father was always very impressed with the Airborne soldiers…he said even when
riding on the Churchill Tanks of the 3rd Battalion Scots Guards and coming under fire,
they never dismounted for cover, but returned fire, ‘shooting from the hip’ on the move
staying with the tanks.
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He always mentions Lt. Colquohon, and curiosity got to me to see if he survived the
war and if he is alive now. I am sorry but I do not know any more details about him.
I live in a town called Swindon , which is just North of Chiseldon Camp,Wiltshire. where
some of the 17th Airborne were stationed. Also, about 6/7 miles from here is Aldbourne
where ‘Easy Company’ of theBand of Brothers fame were billeted.
I remember the old huts comprising the Camp at Chiseldon, but they have been
demolished a long time now, and it saddens me that there are few memorials dedicated
to the soldiers who passed through here, many never to return home.
My Father is alive and well. We make regular pilgrimages to Normandy, where we visit
former friends and colleagues of his who were not so
fortunate to survive the Normandy battles. His name is
Colour Sgt Peter Muir Findlay, number 2701168; unit :S
Squadron, 3rd battalion Scots Guards, 6th Guards Tank
Brigade. They were an independent tank brigade who
served with the British 2nd Army, the American 9th Army
and the Canadian 1st army, and very proud he is to have
served with such fine Men of all the Armies mentioned.
I can be contacted on tel : 07986881417 (mobile). Also
this email address, or the preferred one of
: warners_brothers@yahoo.co.uk. A photograph of an
oil painting I commissioned from an English Artist (John
Cheall), shows my Father and myself on Omaha Beach
, Normandy …. www.cheall.co.uk Under the header
‘Commissions’ the image can be found. Sorry if this is
seen as intrusive and unsolicited , but I would like to know more about the 17th Airborne,
the aforementioned Officer during WWII. Thank you. Yours faithfully, Eain Findlay.
NOTE: The history of the 17th Airborne can be found in the Website URL address listed in the
header of this Thunder Mail Call newsletter. I know that Mr. Siergiej has already
responded to you, and I am sending our newsletters to aid you in your inquiry, probably
more info that you had expected. Nice painting of you and your father at Omaha
Beach. I also believe Lt. Colquohon was Lt. Col. Quohon, of whom we have no info..
Also, Colquohon is a Scottish name that was often converted to Calhoun in America. We did
have a Major Sam Calhoun, who was in 513-F, to survived the war and died of old age.
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24 Jul 08: John Magill, 466-HQ,
drjohnmagill@yahoo.com . Subject:
EXPRESSION OF THANKS: Just wanted to
be in touch and to thank you for the continued
good work you are doing to keep us all
informed. It was great to meet your entire
family at our last reunion. We hope all of you
remain well. Have you or family members
read the book that my late daughter Susan
and I gave you. If so, would you let me know
your reaction. The best to you and yours.
John & Anna Magill.
RESPONSE: Dear Doctor and Mrs McGill: I relished opening
your email message just for the delight of hearing from you.
I have attended all three of your Memorial Service remarks
at our reunions. At each one, there was not a dry-eye in the
audience at the end of each of your presentations.
I am in deep apology to inform you that I do not
remember receiving Susan's book from you. My old age has its bewildement of barely able to recall what I had for
breakfast this morning, even though it was always a bowl of cornflakes. At the final reunion, I was hosting the ten
visitors from The Czech Republic and from the Benelux Countries, plus my family members at their very first time
reunion. I might have been slightly discombobulated at that time.
Indeed, I had thoroughly missed visiting with my 194-C group for our final goodbyes. It was the bitterest of
times and the sweetest, as well. I remember being deeply in thoughts about the plight of your Susan at her most
desperate time. I would love to read her thoughts and efforts. Please send me the book title and I will inquire at
the library or at the bookstores.
Again, I wish to thank you for your words of wisdom. My children were greatly impressed with your message, as
well. Thanks for your very good thoughts, Bill Tom.

27 Jul 08: Robert Browning, 194-F, glider.17@verizon.net. , writes, “Through a
mutual friend I came in contact with Joe Quade who kindly sent me a copy of the final
edition of "Thunder from heaven" along with a great amount of other information. My
name is Bob Browning and I was Captain Dukes' radioman in Company F, 194th Glider
Infantry Regiment. I would appreciate receiving your newsletter.” Bob
REPLY: Since the dissolution of the 17th Association, I have published 4 newsletters, with a new one coming out in
a few more days. I will be sending you the four past issues, one at a time, before I send out the latest publication.
The newsletters are titled "Thunder Mail Call", as an extension of the Thunder From Heaven Mail Call Column. I
am doing this as a volunteer and there is no charge for the subscription. Bill
28 Jul 08: Anthony Nouens <bulge@hotmail.com>

Dear Sir: I am searching for an article (or obituary) in a WW 2 newspaper about Roman
R. Wytovich, ASN 33020642. His wife, Theresa F. Wytovich, lived at 1202 Bennett
Street, Old Forge, PA. His mother, Nellie Wytovich, lived at Taylor, PA. He was with
the Airborne, and killed in action January 20th, 1945, during the Battle of the Bulge. I
suspect there was an article about the above in a local newspaper (which was common
to do so when a serviceman died in combat). I am in particular looking for a picture
from Roman. So far I was not able to find next of kin who can help. Could you help?
Thank you in advance,
best regards, Antoine Nouens., Den Bosch, the Netherlands
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Note: Roman died over 64 years ago. His obituary is now in archive and not easily retrievable.
20 Jul 08: Judy Foster, d/ James ‘Pork Chops’ Foster, 194-C. <judyf@citlink.net>: “I wanted to

share our good news!. Jim Holland and I were married on Sunday, July 27 at 4:00 p.m.
at Sandstone Falls, which is in Summers County, West Virginia. It was a small
wedding, which is what we both wanted. Other than the minister, the guests were my
son, Jim's mom, and our good friends Heather and Allen Fisher who took photos and
served as witnesses.
We wanted all parents to somehow be involved.
Jim's mother was present. My father (who is now
deceased) is the person who introduced me to those
falls back in the 90's. Jim's wedding ring belonged to
his father (who is now deceased) and I wore a ring on
my right hand that I bought for my mother (who is now
deceased) back in the 80's.
I attached a photo from our wedding for you along
with a beautiful photo of the waterfalls as seen from
our honeymoon cabin.” Judy Foster-Holland
NOTE: Judy is the daughter of James “Pork Chop’s” Foster’s (194-C).
James ‘Pork Chops’ was one of my good buddies, and Jim is her new husband. I understand he is a baseball team
manager.

A honeymooners’ eye view in West Virginia

From: JAMES G JR HARRIS jamesgjrh14@earthlink.net with reference to Coy H. Bolick
(513-A) in the Obituary Column.
“First, I want to thank you for the attached e-mail that you sent to me. I have really
enjoyed reading the newsletters. Daddy loved the 17th Airborne . Whether we were at
a Christmas gathering, family reunion, traveling or out for dinner, the topic of every
occasion was his tour of duty. He always wore his Paratrooper belt buckle, ring, and
even license plates on his cars. Daddy always talked about OPERATION VARSITY,
MARCH 24th., 1945. He experienced two major events in his life. One of these was I
was born on MARCH 24th, 1945 at 7:15 PM while he was doing his duty for his
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Country.I am sending some pictures via USPS tomorrow. Thanks so much for
everything you are doing. Please keep me on your mailing list.” Sincerely,
Gloria B. Harris
NOTE: Gloria, I received your photos this morning. In the Obituary Column, I prefer not to include photos of family
members, so I isolated your dad’s photo so that our members could know and remember who he was. The spirits of our
paratroopers will live on since our newsletters are also imbedded into our Website that will remain alive, even after we are
all gone.
Meanwhile, our loyal friends in Belgium and Holland are slowly translating our Website into their languages. I know for
th
certain that it was already translated into French, to be the only Website about the 17 Airborne that can be read by the
Belgians and the French.

Food for Thought
I recalled vividly that when my children were born, the hospital maternity room
rate for their mother was only $35.00 per night. Then, the Medicare and Medicaid
(Medi-Cal in California) government programs to assist the elderly and the
disadvantaged were passed into law. The hospital room rates seemingly jumped
up overnight, to over a thousand dollar per night. The rate is even higher now!
Once our government intrudes into our care and welfare, you can bet your life,
but realizing too late, that the cost of your own service will automatically
increase. The reason for that is the mandatory provision that all private services
of that same type cannot be charged lower that what the government is willing to
pay. The government has to pay more because the health providers normally
refused to take part in these programs because of the red tapes and
bureaucracies.
So beware of voting to have our government programs take over the care that we
will eventually need as we grow older. The increased cost will also impact your
children and grandchildren.
We say Freedom is Not Free, neither is government sponsored help.

26

Washington DC Reunion in 1990.
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